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victory. Gradually the Buddhist religion was spread throughout
the country. The king now wished to take to the life of a monk,
but was dissuaded from this course by his ministers, on the express
condition, that henceforth no living creatures should be killed
throughout the length and breadth of the kingdom.

The name and fame of Gunavarman had now spread in all
directions. In A JX 424 the Chinese monks requested their emperor
to invite Gunavarman to China. Accordingly the Chinese emperor
sent messeijgers to Gunavarman and the king of Java. Gunavarman
embarked "on a vessel, owned by the Hindu merchant Naudin9 and
reached Nankin in A.D. 431. A few months later he died at the
age of sixty-five.

The story of Gunavarman shows how Buddhism was introduced
and then gradually took root in Java in the fifth century A3X
The accounts left by I-tsing leave no doubt that towards the close
of the seventh century A.D. Buddhism had spread over other
regions. On his way to India, the pilgrim halted in SrI-Vijaya for
six months, and learnt the Sabdavidya (Sanskrit Grammar)*
During his return journey also he stopped at Sri-Vijaya, and after a
short stay in China, he again returned to the same place. Here he
was engaged in copying and translating the voluminous Buddhist
texts which he had brought with him from India. Why he chose
this place for his work is best explained in his own words :

"Many kings and chieftains in the islands of the Southern Ocean admire and
believe (Buddhism), and their hearts are set on accumulating good actions. In the
fortified city of Sri-Vijaya Buddhist priests number more than 1,000 whose minds
are bent on learning and good practices. They investigate and study all the
subjects that exist just as in India; the rules and ceremonies are not at &S
different. If a Chmese priest wishes to go to the West in order to hear (lectures)
and read (the original), he had better stay here one Of two years an<I practise the
proper rules aiad then proceed to India.3*                                         ,

It is thus evident that in the seventh century Buddhism and
Buddhist literature had their votaries in Suvarnadvipa and there
were in this region important centres of Indian learning and culture
which attracted foreigners. The importance of Srl-Vijaya in this
respect deserves, however, more than a passing notice. Apart from
its position as a great centre of Buddhism, it merits distinction as
the earliest seat of that M eha^ana s$ct which was destined ultimately
to play suc|j, a fearing part in the whole of Suvanfiadvlpa. Several
Indian Buddhists visited this region and hefped to spread

Abate the new developments in Buddhism. For tlie seventh
*A1X we have a distinguished example in Bharmapak, an inhabi
of Kafichi, and a. Professor at Nalauda, who visited Suvaraa<iv||m,
Early in the eighth century AD., Vajrabodhi a South Indian monk,
went from Ceyjpn to China, stopping for five months at